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i af Ome Thousand and One Nights”. Around 700
members of the ghitrerat attended its opening on 29
May 1967, “Brigitte Bardot wore a pink and whire
Pucei headscarf, as was the height of fashion at the
time, and was rarely seen without a bloody mary,”
ong bystander remembers (the original guesthook,
fram 1967-1987, 15 filled with observational tie-bits
to delight even the most jaded of gossip columnises),
The year 1971 saw Mick Japger and Bianca Ménez-
Mora Macias married in St Tropez, followed by a
honeymoon in one of the Bybios soites, which elevared

the establishment ro the world stags, Digging through
an old
o Willis, And

while searchers of impeccably designed super spas and

the archives and the horel has even ke

answering machine message from Bru

the like may nor find Byblos ticks every box, theres

I\.'-:||1||_'T|':i.r'-|i.||:-|‘:-|,|I its faded, old-school charm thar |':Ii'fp-i
drawing punters back, year after year.
On

all-time

sure marker of knowing you Gt the horels-of-

ill is having 2 book peblished about, and for,

garnered a following across the

your clieatele, Hivel du Cap-Eden-Roc has not ene but
two tomes to its name, conrtesy of Assouline, while

the same publisher has ruan an entire series of Hotel
Stordes compendiums, laying bare those *what happens
in =insert relevant destination hercs stays there” tales
T |1-.':.':r|, E"'I,II"'IiMI‘l_l_‘-i,I |'-]' EOmEeEnt and i.'Ifl.\'-\.., with the
Morth American edition maling particularly good
reading. West Hollywood's Chatean Marmont, first
st up in 1927, was acquired and restored by hotelicr

a y
André Balazs in 1990 — an institution in his own cight

—and has since seen everybody who's anybody pass
through its doors, as well as providing the backdrop
to a number of blockbusters and sparkling, if not
sometimes sordid, soirées, As Balazs says: “All good
hotels tend to lead people to do things they wouldn't

necessarily do at home.”

A% arl InCrinsic part of the capital's elite culture,

lished relatives, it's not the
nl'-r-::nri!_'l_}' ol r|:| décor that I.:'r'l.'!'!rI'Z-I'II.‘I:-: .'u]]lil".ﬂi.l'-.ﬂ_ about,
or the fluffiness of the towels (though impeccable
stamdards po without saying). Mor will it be the room

Much like their long-escak

service menu that goes down in history, when someone

comes toowrite a similar article in 50 Years time, and
stumbles upon a retro not-so-ironic-now shot of Cara
Delevingne and co with their tongees lolling out.

O course, the hotel habits of the A-list aren't
confined o the capital. One of fashion’s most powerful

Italian design duos s reported 1o have boughe a property

in Jumby Bay, Antipua, cementing the private island up
there with Branson's Mecker Island as one of the most
exchusive places to sun-worship the world over. The
Rosewood's Mavakoba erected a beach bar 1o hose Sir
Philip Green's Lase big hirthday bash {complete with

a rumpured spat between Kate Moss and the nog-yer
uncoupled Gwyneth Paltrow), The “shack” has now been
rurned into a grill-to-order restaurant, complete with live
lobsters on ice. Head to OnefeOnly Reethi Rah, and you
won't be surprised to see Naomi Camphell slathering on
the cream .||!:-||f.:~||,||' everyhody elsc.

And while best overseas spa’and design awards
are all well and good for the luxury holidaymaker, it's
that :hlJ{--;J .l':_' FidE Sai4 .'IJIII.lr. thar will cement a hotel's
place in history, Wharever your lackground, the right
hoeel will provide the backdrop for those with the
money, connections, and desire to be seen, to slip into
sociery throngh an opportune crevice, As the American
author and journalist Joan Didion observed: “Great
hatels have always been social ideas, flawless mirrors
to the particular societies they service.”

hasi't taken long for them to be absarbed and heralded

This year, Cordd Nast Traveller's Readers’
Travel Awards sull rated Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc
as the best place to stay in Europe, Turkey and
Russia, despite the number of new openers on the
scene, while Four Seasons Hotel Geosge 'V, Pans,

another old favourite since its inception in 1928,

was voted best hotel in the world for service. Frdim
Paris®s L'Haotel Le Bristol and The Ritz, to London’s
Claridge’s, Buckinghamshires Cliveden, New York's
Plaza, Venice’s Cipriani, Barbados's Sandy Lane and
Marrakech’s La Mamouwnia, these are the institutions
continuing to attract the rich and famous as much for
the secrees they hold, and the glamour they project,

Across the pond, The Mark, The Mercer and the Edition have

fashion and music industries

as for the acrual facilities on offer. Bur as che chintey
upholstery begins to fade on the old European and
Morth American establishments, a new flock of elite
hotels is being hred in much the same manner as this
tme last century.

Mcrods the pond, residences such as The Mark,
The Mercer and the Edidon have garnered a following

rics. The first

across the fashion and music indy
certainly made s mark on Gossip Gl (die- huared

Blair Waldorf followers eould r.‘i:L out The Mark's
monochrome lobby out of an exmensive line-up of
minions}y, And its the same handful of players who
are also making hisrory a lide closer 1o home, Balazs
Chiltern Firehouse, lan Schragers London Edition and
Chris Corhin and Jeremy King's The Beaumont are
all, by any standards, exrremely new to London, yet it
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